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Contradiction and Reality. B. Bosanquet. Mind, January, 1906, N. S., 

57. Pp. 1-12. 

Professor Bosanquet argues that contradiction, in its phases as bare 
contradiction, dissatisfaction and pain, has a place in our finite reality, 
and inclines to the view that we can not exclude it altogether from abso- 
lute reality. As a matter of fact, we find most experiences capable of two 
interpretations. Progress consists largely in a resolution of this contra- 
diction and, furthermore, Dr. MeTaggart to the contrary notwithstanding, 
the solution of the contradiction must leave its effects upon the real 
whole that results. Every real implicitly contains both the affirmation 
and the negation from which it has been derived. Professor Bosanquet 
finds in the same principle an argument for the real existence of external 
reality. It is true that advance in civilization is a resolution of contra- 
dictions in experience, but these resolutions do not render the contra- 
dictions illusory. The contradictions are implicit in the highest experi- 
ence and serve to give it piquancy and vividness. One might even argue 
that the highly developed mind has a more complete realization of the 
external other than the lower. Persons are not sufficient alone to provide 
opposition in the form of ' pain, conflict, sacrifice and satisfaction.' Real 
things are necessary to provide for true development. In finite reality, 
then, contradiction is not an illusion, although it exists only to be tran- 
scended. Even in Divine Being contradiction is involved, if only as an 
implication of the release from the burden of the finite. Since in com- 
monplace experience pain alone can give real depth of experience, and 
poetical tragedy gives the highest form of esthetic pleasure, the suggestion 
is made that even the absolute can not be altogether without some form 
of negativity, or at least of negativity transcended. 

W. B. PlLLSBURY. 

University op Michigan. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

ZEITSCHRIFT FUR PSYCHOLOGIE UND PHYSIOLOGIE 
DER SINNESORGANE. October, 1905, Band 40, Heft 3. Beitrdge 
zur Lehre von der emotionalen Phantasie (pp. 145-159) : Robert Saxinger. 
-The emotional background of representative ideas, just as in the case 
of general ideas and word-ideas, does not consist of a revival of real 
feelings. The feeling-tone in all these cases is due to feelings of fancy 
or imagination. Emotional setting of ideas due to special emotional 
dispositions is capable of being reinstated by various ideas indifferently. 
Untersuchungen uber das periphere Sehen (160-186) : Stanislaw Loria. - 
This research is concerned with the question whether the accommodation 
of the lens in attention to peripherally situated objects, as found by W. 
Heinrich, is unequivocally determined by the position of the paraxial ob- 
ject or not and the limits within which accommodation takes place. The 
results are: (1) the accommodation of the eye to paraxial distances is 
unequivocally determined by the position of the object and is independent 
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of the fixation-point ; (2) the eye is paraxially strongly myopic; (3) the 
breadth of accommodation decreases with the paraxial angle; (4) for 
every state of the lens an accommodation line may be drawn represent- 
ing the points which are conjugate; (5) the limits of accommodation 
depend upon the nature of the eye. TJeber den Wettstreit der Sehf elder 
und seine Bedeutung fur das plastische Sehen (pp. 187-195) : W. Loh- 
mann. - Experiments on retinal rivalry under conditions of daily life are 
held to show that the parallax of objects before and behind the fixation- 
point resulting from the rivalry is the chief factor in the perception of 
solidity. Literaturbericht. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



The following remarks occur in the course of a review in Nature of 
Dr. Radl's ' Geschichte der biologischen Theorien seit dem Ende des 
siebzehnten Jahrhunderts ' : " Although biology is now permeated by the 
evolution idea, and has continually before it the ideal of giving a genetic 
description of the present phase of the animate world, there is some 
reason to fear, as Dr. Badl indicates, a growing apathy towards the 
study of the evolution of the science itself. Whether it be that many 
workers share Nietzsche's view that the study of history paralyzes the 
intelligence, or that they feel it their primary business to make history, 



